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The Wiſdom of” being 
Religious. ous, 
Jos JOKE nie by 


The Fear of the 1 that is Wi :Clow. x and 
to depart "ou Evil i ts W 


2 7, f en ks wy ee. in ſome of 


their particular Sentiments con- 
cerning Wiſdom, and the Way 


E and Method of attaining unto 
it; yet, as they all do univerſally agree 


in the general Apprehenſions that they 
have of it (as I ſhall, ſoon have occaſion 


more fully to ſhew) . ſo do they no leſs una- 


nimouſly acknowledge, that it is a Thing 


of the higheſt value, and greateſt import- 
ance. 


In the 1275 Verſe of this Chapter, holy 
J00 propoſes to make a ſearch after this 
A 2 1 
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great and ineſtimable Treaſure 3 Why 


(ays he) fall Wiſdom be found? Au 


wee js the place Urea de 

aftet a ſhort, but elegant Deſeant upon thi 
Subject, thro' the following Verſes, partly 
40, extol and recommend the great Excl. 
nctes of it; and partly to tax the Etrots 


and Folly of Men, that havè not ſufficient 
ly rais'd their Thoughts up to it; he, at 
laſt, concludes his Diſcouſe upon this point, 
in the words of my Text, Behold, the Fear 
of the Lord, that is Wilde ; nnd to depart 
rom evil is Underſtanding. 
That theſe two Expteſfions, \1hs Fear if 
the Lord, and, 10 depart from Evil, are, 
both of them, put to denote one and the 
Tame thing, namely, Religion; and that 
theſe two Words, Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing, (however they may be nicely diftn- 
guiſh'd by a Philoſopher”; one of them 
ſeeming to point at Things ſpeculative, and 
the other to Matters of Practict) are, yet, 
here put together in the ſame ſignifica- 
tion, and the latter made only a ſynony- 
mous Term to the former; I take to be 
Fo very plain to every one chat confiders 
the Poelical Style and manner of Exprel 
fion of this Book, that I will not ſpend 
time in explaining or proving it: But, 
ſuppoſing the Text to be eaſy enough 0 


4,29 "OI 
2 8 2 
2 * een J 


IP 
3 
. 
: 
pe 


— >. nos E 


Vring.# Relig g. 


be underſtood, ſhall only reſolve the full 
ſenſe and import of it into this one ſhore 
Propoſition ; ; namely, that 0. 77 

Religion is the beſt and trueſt Wiſdom. f 

In diſcourſing on this Propoſition, I ſhall 

obſerve the following method: 

Firſt, I ſhall, very briefly, ſhew what 
are the general. Notions, that all Mankind 
have, concerning 7 Yaom, and the Parts or 
Properties of it. 

Secondly, J ſhall, with: what exactneſi 1 
can, apply the ſame general, and uncon- 
teſted Notions, unto Religion in particular; 
and thereby endeavour both to prove and 
illuſtrate that great Truth, which, I. have 
laid down from the Text; namely, that 
Religion is the beſt and truęſt Wiſdom, _ - 

Upon the former of theſe two Heads; I 
ſhall have no occaſion long to dwell; be- 
cauſe I deſign under it to offer nothing, but 
what is already aſſented to by all Men: 
And therefore will not ſtand in need of any 
Proof. To begin therefore, 

In the firſt place, When any Evil comes 
upon a Man, which he is no ways able to 
prevent, or get | himſelf; freed. from; it is 
but a fooliſh, thing for him to fret and vex, 
and grow impatient, under the Affliction; 
For this is the way only to render that 
Yoke more galling and uneaſy, which {as 
A 3 we 


= ET 3 c * 2 : *2.-5 ©, —_— 
: k d : 4 
— 9 . 
23 4 
1 : * 
* 
4 
a * 
* 5 . 72 777 „ 0 
% 
o 


we now W be is not able either to J 
break or ſhake off: And, on the other fide, | 


when a wiſe Man is afflicted, © and can'fin 
no other Remedy for it, at leaſt he will do 
his utmoſt to bear it patiently 3 this being 
the only way that is left him, either to make 


the Evil ſomething more tolerable, or to. 


put himſelf into a better Poſture to bear it 


and thereby to leſſen or alleviate his Miſe. 


ry. I lay down this therefore, as the firſ 
Fart or Property of true Wiſdom, tiamely, 
Always to bear thoſe Evils ent. which 
n avoid. 
In the ſecond Pe Wen x Man his 
* any Evil that threatens him, and bas 
it in his power to avoid it: If he; thro” his 
own negligence, ſuffers a Calamity to over. 


take him, which, by a timely Precaution, he 


might have repelbd, or otherwiſe diverted; 
he is Juſtly to be tax*d with want of Pru- 
dehce. But a wiſe Man not only foreſees 
the Evil, but alſo either \bideth- bimyelf, or 
uſeth ſome other means, if it 

** or. 22. 5. be poſſible, to eſcape it. And 
moreover, if ſeveral Evils do, at one 
time, hang over him, all wWhien he ean- 
6 not poſſibly avoid, he will always be ſufe 
to make chojee” of che „aft, end to ſhuv 
what which is the grrulgſt. I ny down this 


therefore as the ſecond 3 "A Property 
| 2 


ng ts, ooh Aly | an. ot. . woan ed a end ove 
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being Religiad. Eo 7 


of true Wi Fang viz. To avoid all ſuch Euus 
| as are avoidable 5 and, more ſpecially, the 


preateſt Eouls. 
In the third plates Whewwhy: think that 
is really good, is propos d to a Man, toge- 
ther with a certain, or but probable, Way of 
obtaining it; if he either flights the good 
thing that is ſo propos'd, or is cold and 
lack in his SS after it, he deſerv- 
edly incurs the eenſure of Folly. For'as a 
wiſe Man is ever careful to avoid Evil, fo 
he is no lefs induſtrious in the proſecution 
of whatever is truly Good. And, farther- 
more, if ſeveral good things at once are 
offer'd to his view, and he finds himſelf 
not able to compaſs them all, he always pre- 
fers the greater Good to that which is 1%, 
and purſues it accordingly. I lay it down 
therefore as the third Part or Property of 


true Wiſdom, To ſeek after every thin er 
| is really Good.; and WP: to Pre * 


greater Good defors the leſs. 

In the fourth place, Where Sebi with 
or methods do, all of them, ſeem to tend 
to one and the ſame End; if one of theſe 
Ways be ſure and certain, and the others 
liable to Difficulty and Uncertainty, a wiſe = 
Man, it he propoſes the End to himſe|R 
will une oubtedty make choice of the moſt 


ain Method chat oecurs, in order te 


the 
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very indiſcreet Man, forſake a Road that 


he cannot miſs, in exchange for another, 


which, he has reaſon to fear, may never 
bring him to the Place he deſigns to go to, 
This therefore J offer as the fourth Part 6 


Property of true Wiſdom, that is to ſay, alway 


to proceed upon ſure and certain Ground; ; | 
mean, where ſuch Grounds are to be had. 


In the fifth and laſt place, When, at Ren 


time, a Caſe appears to be doubttul or dif- 
ficult, and no certain Way can be found, 
whereby a Man may be ſure to gain and 
compaſs the End that he propoſes to him 
ſelf. A wiſe Man, yet even in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances of things, will not Haſtily or 
_ blindly determine himſelf and his Actions; 
nefher will it preſently be indifferent to 


him which way he chooſes, altho' he can- 


not pretend, with perfect aſſurance, to 
foretel what: the Event or Conſequence of 
any of thoſe that are propos'd ſhall be. 
But if he be truly a wiſe Man, he will firlt 
conſider the Reaſons that offer themſelves 
on the ſeveral ſides; and that with ſuch 
Care and Accuracy, as may be ſuitable to 
the Importance of the Thing in debate; 

and when he has done this, if no ſuch thing 
as abſolute Certainty can be found for hin 
to procecd. upon, he will n a m . 
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tion, appears to be the vro/Þ- probable, im or- 
der to the obtaining of his. End, and! alſo 


where he can promiſè to himſelf the great- 
eſt ſecurity. This then I reckon as the laſt 
Part or Property of jrue Miſdom, namely, 


In all doubiful Cafes, to make; chore f that 
| Way which appears io haue in it, both the 
| greateſt Probability, and the greateſt Safety.” 


And thus I have done with the firſt 
thing propos*d, which was to give ſome 


Men have of Viſdom, and its Parts and 


Properties : Give me leave juſt to name the 
Particulars once again, becauſe it will be 
neceflary that we carry them in memory 
along with us, in order to a clearer and 


more lively Apprehenſion of what is to be 
fad upon the other Head of my Diſcourſa, 


that comes next to be taken into conſidera- 
tion. TTTTCCTCCT INS Bb 

The Parts. and Properties of true Wi 
dom J have ſhewn, according to the Judg- 
ment of all Men, to be. theſe, viz. Firſt, 


70 bear thoſe Evils patiently, which we cant 


avoid: Secondly, To 'avoid all ſuch Evils 
as are avoidable, and more eſpecially the great. 
ft Evils ; Thirdly, To ſeek after every tbing 

bat is really Good, and always 10 prefer 


ly, 


'Þ 10 


5 


Ay n ts 1 


4 both the greatefi Probability, and the griui 
| 2 Safely. He that conſtantly. and dead 
4 is guided by theſe Principles in all his 
Actions, I think, very juſtly deſerves the 
Name of a wiſe Man: Nor do I ſee, hoy 
It is poſſible to add any thing to his Cha-. 
racter. I proceed therefore to the . 
Second Thing propòos'd; which: was, to 

apply theſe general. Notions concerning 
Wifdom, to Religion in particular: And that 
in order to prove the Truth which is con- 
tain'd in my Text, viz. That r 
the beſt and trueſt Wiſdom. 1 

If then it can clearly be ſnewn concern. 

ing Religion, Firſt, That by # alone we art 
enabled 10 bear thoſe Evils patiently whit 
Wwe cannot avoid: Secondly, That by it ur 
avoid the moſt and greateſt Evils: . Thirdly, 
That by it we obiain the moſt and great 
Good : Fourthly, That it relies upon jure 
and certain Grounds : And; Fifthly, That 
ſuppoſing it were as doubiful and unceriain 
as ſome do pretend it is, yet ſtill, it would 4 
pear to be both the meſs probable way for ol. 
taining that end which every Man pr 2 


40 laws aud m1 by much the fafe# ad 
| fecureſ 


on . 1 
Craunds, where ſuch Grand, are to le had: 

And F if chly, In all doubtful Caſes, to. make | 
choice of that way which appears io bave in 


being Religions, 11 
ſecureſt way: If all theſe five chings. I ſay, 
can clearly be prov'd concerning Religion, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, from what has 
deen already ſaid, that it is, beyond all 
diſpute, the beſt and trueſt Wiſdom 

Hir, then, I am to prove, that by Re- 
ligion alone wwe are enabled patiently to hear 
thoſe Evils which we' cannot aveid; e hos 
As we are; all of us, ſubject 


to max 
great Evils, as long as we remain in this | 
Vale of Miſery, ſuch as Pain, Sickneſs, Po- 
verty, Diſgrace, and the like: So it is evi- 
dent to every Man's Experience and Ob. 
ſerration, that theſe ſame Evils do or 'may 
attack us, ſometimes ſo: ſuddenly, as not to 

be foreſeen, and ſometimes ſo violently, as 
not poſſibly to be avoided by us. Now 2m 
when any fort of Affliction falls thus beavi= 1 
ly upon a wicked Man, who has no de- | 
vout or juſt Apprehenſion of God and 
Religion, he preſently feels the Smart 
thereof, with a quick and tender Senſe, but 
finds nothing in it from whence he may 


draw ſome Eaſe, or derive Comfort to 
himſelf, The longer therefore he lies and 


labours under ſuch a Preſſure, the more 
heavy and grievous the Burthen muſt 
needs grow to him; and: his Miſery and 
Impatience can't but daily increaſe toge- 
ther, But, on the other ſide, When a 


” » 1 
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Pious lan Cuad Man falls det wes | 
mity, how great ſoever, he preſently hs 


recourſ to Religion; as to a \dan{uary, 
where che never fails to find ſuch ſuhiſtantial 
Relief, as nòt only mitigates, but in a man. 


ner, wholly afſwages and takes away the 


_ Anguiſh. He conſiders, that God governs 


and condutts the Affairs of this World, 


not only with a general, but alſo a puri. 


cular Frovideme : He calls to mind, that 


Mat BY althoꝰ #1wo! Sparrows /wene- [all 

9. for one farthing, yet one of them 
does not fall on the ground without: his 
heavenly Faber; and therefore whatever 


befalls him, he always receives, and Joo 


upon it as coming from the Hand of 


God. He alſo remembers; that God is a 


Heb th kind and imerciful Father, and 
NS chaſtiſes his Children, becauſe 
be loves Xbeon, and becauſe. it is for their 


Vee 1. 2be peaceable Fruit of 1Righteuj: 
275 unto them, which are : exerciſed: thert- 
| Rom. 8.28. by That all things "work u. 
'* © gether for good 40 | them tha! 


be Cal and if he beats thei Hand g 
1be Ln with true Repentance, and 4 
perfect Reſignation : of himfelf to his 

Cor holy Will and Pleaſure; thi 
: 5a. 17. — * _— is, _ 


* 
2 * - Ld py | 


good, being deſign'd. to yield | 
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 worketh Patience, and Patience 
| Experience, and Experience Hope, which 
 maketh not aſhamed, And thus, I think, 


under this Head, 
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being Religious. 13 


for @ moment, will wwork for him a far more 


exceeding and eternal weight of Glory, Up- 
on theſe Conſiderations therefore, the pi- 
ous Man, being aſſiſted by the Grace of 
God, is not only patient, but ſometimes 


_ alſo, even rejoices, and glories in Tribula- 


ions; knowing that Tribulation Ro. v. 3, 4, 5. 


it ſufficiently appears, that Religion is the 
only thing that can enable us 7o bear theſe 
Ewvils patiently which we cannot avoid: 
Which was the firſt Thing to be prov'd 


The ſecond Thing to be ſhewn, is, 
that, by Religion we avoid the mo 
greateſt Evils: And the third Thing is, 
that, by it wwe obtain the moſt and grealeſt 
Goods. Theſe two, I chooſe to put to- 
gether, becaufe the very ſame Arguments 
do prove them both, the one being little 
more than a conſequence from' the other. 
Now, the greateſt Evils that befal us, with 
reſpect to this World, (and under which 
all particular ones ſeem to be compre- 
hended) are Pain and Sickneſs, which affect 
our Bodies; Want and Poverty, which re- 
fer to our Eſtates; and Shame and Di/- 
grace, which have relation to our Reputa- 
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T4 The Wildomof © 
tion and good Name: And on the con. 
trary, the greateſt worldly good Things, 


in oppoſition to theſe Evils, are, a vipu- 
rous and bealihy Conflitution of Body; a 
competent Fortune to maintain us. in the 


World; and a fair Character among thoſe I 


who know, or hear of, us: Nor is there 
any better or ſurer way for a Man to avoid 


all theſe Evils, and ſecure to himſelf each 
and every of theſe Goods, than by being 


Religious. For Religion makes a Man ſo- 
ber, chaſte, and temperate, which is the 
beſt way to preſerve his Health and 


Strength: Religion makes him honeſt, In- 


duſtrious, and frugal z and that is the ſu- 
reſt method of getting a Competency to live 
upon: And laſtly, Religion makes him juſt 


and true, peaceable and charitable in all 


his Actions and Dealings; the natura 
conſequence of which is, the Love and 
good Will of all that know him, and a 


good Character from all that ha ve occaſion 


to name him. And thus it appears, that 
by Religion we are moſt likely to avoid 


the greateſt Evils, and ſecure to ourſelves 


d chief and moſt; t ee good 
Things, even of this World. Fi 

But there are greater E vils to be fear'd 
ind avoided, and greater Goods: to be de. 


fired and fought s after ** us, than op o 
thelc 
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theſe. vhith A have Kg n I i: 
mean, ſuch Goods and Evils as are Suri. | 
tral, and have relation altogether to the 
World to come: The principal of which 
are, on the one hand, a difturbed Conſci- 
ence, and eternal Damnation; ; and on the 
other, a quiet and peaceable Conſcience, and 
everlaſting Salvation: Which Exils allo, 
are no other way to be avoided, nor Goods 
any other way to be obtain'd or ſecur'd, 
but by Religion. Give me leave to ſpeak H 
a little more largely upon this Point, be- 
cauſe it is a matter of the greateſt Concern 
to us. 

How great a Miſery it is to libour un- 
der the Terrors of an unquiet Conſcience, is 
abundantly acknowledg*d by thoſe unhap- 
py Perſons who have felt its Torments 
(and conſequemtly are beſt able to give 
an Account of it) who have, many of 
them, declar'd, that the greateſt Suffer- 
ings that the Body is capable of undergo- 
ing, are not to be compar'd to the Laſhes 
and Convulſions wherewith their Mind has 
been rack'd and tortur'd. Solomon, the 
wiſeſt Man, of a mere Man, that ever 
was, expreſſes this in a very cmphatien 
manner: The Spirit of a Man | 
(hays he) will ſuStain his Infir- Prov. 18, ey” | 
ties But @ Wounded Spirit who can 
„ bear? 
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” bear? The Spirit of a Man, that is, hs 
Courage and Reſolution, will fuſtain bis 
Infirmities; that is, will bear up againſt 
whatloever may befal his Body, whicli by 
Nature is frail and infirm: But a wounded 
|» Spzrit, that is, a diſturbed and afflicted 
| Conſcience, who can bear * What Strength, 
what Courage can be ſufficient to ſupport 


D G M__ _ 


= a Man under fuch a Preſſure? And in- 5 
deed, if we do but conſider the Thing in | 
| itſelf, it cannot but be very dreadful for | 
2 Man to he under a, quick and ſenſible 
Apprehenſion of the juſt and deſerved 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure of the great God 
| of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Judgments, i 
; he has reaſon to fear, may fall upon him 7 
in this Life; but will, if not prevented a 
by a thorough Repentance, moſt certainly 
{ overwhelm him with Woe and Anguiſh : 
| to all Eternity in the Life to come. And c 
if the bare Apprehenſion of the Wrath 8 
of God, and eternal Damnation, be thus 
' amazing and terrible, even before a Man 7 
| has any otherwiſe felt them; what ſhall f 
we think of the Condition of thoſe mi- K 
ferable Wretches, who, by the juſt Judg- x 
ment of God, are for ever condemned te X 
At WG: that Place of Torments, 497? : 
wk ar. 9: 4% their Worm dieth not, and tht t 
Fire is not quenched ? But then, 1 * 
e 


bemg Religious. iy 
other hand, what an inexpreſſible ſatisfati- 
on muſt it be, for a Man, not only to 
be free from the Terror and A ffliction of 
an unquiet Conſcience; but alſo to feel a 
Spring of Joy, riſing up in his Mind, 
from a juſt Apprehenſion of his being at 
Peace with God, and in his Favour here, 
and a well-grounded Hope of being eter- 
nally. happy with him hereafter ? And 
yet even this itſelf is but ſmall, if com- 
par'd to that Fulneſs of Foy, pal. 6 11. 
which 1s in the Preſence of Gd. 
and thoſe Pleaſures, which are for evermore 
at bis Right Hand, and which are to be 
the Portion of the Bleſſed to all Eternity. 
need not, I think, ſay any more to 
convince you, that theſe Spiritual Evils and 
Goods, upon which I have been inſiſting; 
are the greate/t that Man is capable of ſuf- 


fering on the one ſide, or enjoying on the, Mi 


Qther, Fond pH 
Now, it is poſſible indeed, that a wicke# 
Aan may, for a little time, by ſome Arz 
tifices, elude his Confcience, and remain 
inſenſible of the Stings or Cries of it: He 
may drown it with Drink, and the Noiſe* - 
of extravagant Mirth z or divert it with 
much Buſineſs, or many ſorts of Recrea-, 
_ tons; and fo perhaps may think that he 
has charm'd it, and laid it to ſieep ſor ever. 
| S; mm 
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s But alas! what ſignifies all this? Con- 
| cence, the more, and the longer it is thus 
forcibly reſtrain*d, the more violently will 
it, one Day, like a Spring, return upon 
him: And tho* we ſhould ſuppoſe, that at 
all other times he might be able to avoid 


upon a ice Bed, and to be in immediate 
Apprehenſion and Danger of Death, he 


ſhall find himſelf, like a Malefactor tied to 
a Stake, continually expoſed to its. Laſhes 


erouding into his remembrance, with all 
their horrid and: aggravating Circumſtan- 
ces; then ſhall he feel what a terrible 
thing it is to lie under the Apprehenſion 
_ of God's Wrath; and then, if never be- 
fore, ſhall he find the Compariſon which 
the Prophet makes, to be true, That he 
Wicked are like the iroubled 
Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt : For there 
is wo Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. 
This is phinly the Caſe of a wicked Man, 
with reſpe& to his Conſcience here : And 
then, for his eternal Portion bereafler, 7. ruth 
üſelf has aſſured us, That, as ihe Righ- 
"ot teous ſhall go into Life eternal, 
laſting Puniſoment. ep py JI 


1 5 Iſa. 5 7. 20, 21. 
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its importunity; yet when he comes to lie 


and Inſults. Then will his Sins come 


» 


hogs, bSromn, 


a> 


And as the ungodly Man, whilſt he con- 
| tinues ſuch, has ne poſſible way to ſecure _ 

himſelf from the Torments of a diſturbed 
Conſcience bers, or eſcape thoſe which by 
the Juſtice of God, are prepared for him 
| hereafter ; ſo, on the other ſide, the righ- 
jeous and good Man is altogether free and 
fafe from each, and both of theſe dreadful 
and amazing Evils : For when he ſeriouf- 
ly conſiders both his paſt and preſent Life, 
(a thing which he often does) his own + 
Heart (which is beyond a thouſand Wit⸗ 
neſſes) aſſures him, that he has ſincerely 
repented of whatſoever he has done a- 
miſs; that he has heartily endeavour'd to. 
mortify and ſubdue all his Luſts and wic- 
ked Inclinations 3 that he is not only rea- 
| dy, but even glad of an Opportunity to do 
any thing that may be pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to his heavenly Father; that if, 
through human Frailty, he is, at any time, 
ſurpriſed into a Sin, tho? never ſo ſmall, he 
immediately humbles himfelf before God, 
and begs his Pardon for it, with a full Re- 
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being Religious. wo WO 


folution of being more careful and-watch= MW 


ful againſt the like for the time to come; 
and laſtly, that he is ſtedfaſtly and fully 


reſolved (through God's Aſſiſtance) always | \ 


to continue in this good Diſpoſition and 
| Courſe of Life, to the End of. his _ 
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| " this, I ſay, a Religious and good Mars 
Heart tells him, and affures him of, as ſoon | 
as he looks into it: And theretore, know. 
ing God to be moſt gracious and merciful, 
and ready to pardon and receive all thoſe 
who thus ſincerely repent, and turn unto 
him, he finds-no longer reaſon'to dread or 
apprehend his Wrath : But having within 
himſelf the clear Teimony of his Conſi. 
ence, that in ſimplicity and god | 
fincerity, not with fleſhly Wil: 
| dom, but by the Grace of God, he has now 
for a long time had his Converſation in the 
.Y/orld ; he finds ſuch Joy and Comfort in 
his Mind, as is not to be expreſs'd, nor 
even imagin*d, by any but him that feels it 
And then, as to the Life to come, I reed 
fay no more, but that we have the Word 
of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, that all ſuch 
as come up to this Character, ſhall receive 
that N Sentence, at the laſt Day, 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom ne far 
v0 from ibe Foundation 25 the World: 
And, in purſuance of the ſame, ſhall 2 
£51 away into Life eternal. An 
Yard 46, thus, I hope, ”; have ſufficient- 
ly made good both the ſecond and third 
Thing propos'd, which were, That / 
a * we avoid the maſt and 20 
| 155 


2 Cor. 1. 12. 


Mat. 45. 34. 


and greateſt Goods: Which I have endea- 


good and evil Things both of his World, 
and of that which is to come, I paſs on 
therefore to the 1 | 

Fourth Thing propos'd to be ſhewn 
concerning Religion, which is, that it re. 
lies upon ſure and certain Grounds. 


are two; Firſt, Reaſon, and Secondly, Re 
velation, | | 1 
Firſt then, That Reaſon, where it is ve- 
ry plain and clear, is a ſure and ſufficient 


readily acknowledg'd by all, except a few 


of the Scepticks themſelves) refufe or ſeru- 
ple to put his Liberty, Property, or Life, 


* ha. AM CT ITT OI Ln A ad 


and convincing Reaſon for his Security. 
Now, there is a very great Part of Religt- 


Id Reaſon, as it is not to be gainſaid by 
one that ſeriouſly conſiders it. Reaſon 


being and Eternity of God, not only from 
ne abſolute Impoſlibiliry of an everlaſting 


yvour'd fully to prove, with relation to the , 


The Grounds upon which Religion ſtands, | 


Ground for any Man to proceed upon, 1s 
tiling Scepticks, who do not deſerye to be 


reaſon*d with; nor does any one (even 


or any thing, however dear - unto him, 
upon any Bottom, where he has evident 


n which is built upon ſuch bright and ſo- 


Succeſion, 


 . bemg KRetigrous. 2% . 3 
Foils, and. that by it we obtain the moſt | 


not only proves, but even demonſtrates the 


| 


— RIS * ETSY OT DIR TEE 4 IN SE es ad "IE-> 7. ©>24 ENS 8 r * ** nn 
5 SF ; 1 31 2 * $ ' "0 EY ERIE 
7 4 * . 5 8 2 : ; 4 1 : 3p = - ; * 4 = * 5 7 
— 5 ; = 1 4 ws. % TS 3 : 
— % + 5 2 y * 
; 7 g 7 % y » I 
= 2 N J * * A 4 * * : ! , 
* * 
" ; 7 
2 * a * 4 L Wc 2 
2 ; N bh 5 - * N 5 
4 * 5 . * 4 AT 1 . a 
: 3 ; A H 12 * ; 
* 0 3 %* ” 4 1 1 + 


great Beauty, Order, Variety, Regularity, 
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Sacceſſion, without Beginning, of mutable 
and tranſient Beings 3 but alſo from that 


Harmony, and Uſefulneſs, which appear, 
even to our Senſes, in all and every Part 


of the viſible World. Reaſon clearly ſhews A 
the Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of Wl 1); 
God, from the Works of the Creation; Nane 
and our Obligation to worſhip, obey, and . 
ſerve him, from the continual Dependance WI; 
that we have upon him, in reſpe& both e 
to our Being and Preſervation : And laſtly, Wn: 
Reaſon abundantly convinces us, that it is Wi: 
our Duty to be Pious, Devout, Sober, Juſt, Wl #1 
True, Temperate, and Chaſte, (together WM (u 
with all or moſt of the great Duties of ar 
Morality 3) becauſe it aſſures us, that this W +: 
is the Will of God, our Lord and Creator; Nc 
and altogether agreeable. to that End for Wm 
which he made us. In a word, All thaſe by 
Doctrines and Rules of Life, which go to Wi of 
make up what we commonly call Natura ir 
Religion, are with fo much Evidence ella- Wi c: 
bliſh'd upon, and prov'd by, the plain Prin. er 
ciples of Reaſon alone, that if we were de. pe 
ſtitute of all other Proof of theſe Matters, WW us 
yet no ſober and thinking Man could have pr 
any juſt Cauſe to complain, that he wanted Wi 
a full and ſufficient Conviction as to any n 


of them. And thus, I think, it 4 8 


1 mg Re ligious. 5 2:3" 
that Religion, as to a very great and fun- 
gamental Part of it, relies upon a very ſure. 
ind certain Ground, namely, moſt clear and 
evident Reaſon, * e ee eee ET 

Bat, Secondly, There 18 another Ground 
upon which Religion is built; and that is, 
Divine Revelation, which not only explains: 
and inculcates the ſame things which Rea-' 
in, to ſome perhaps, may ſeem but obſcurely, 


Ms 9 7 
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ſuch ſupernatural . Aſſiſtance, 
arrive, Now, that ſuch Re- 
ration is a ſolid and ſuffi- 
cent Ground to be relied upon, 


0 WT of a Deity ; becauſe, as it is 
1 impoſſible for God to be de- 
- eeived, fo is it altogether in- 
r ardible, that he ſhould im- 
- WT fot a Lye or Fal ſhood upon 
, ls. If then it can be fully 


proved, that there is ſuch' a 
Revelation of Religion, no 


muſt needs be acknowledged 
by all Men who own the Being 


to teach, and feebly to preſs : But alſo, far- 
ther improves even the. Dictates of Reaſon, 
and adds ſome things to Religion, and makes 
them Parts of it, to the Knowledge of 
which no human Underſtanding, without 


could ever 
One Man in- 


deed there was, 


who taught in 
Print, That Di- 
vine Rewelati- 
on was only a 
Means of Infor 
mation, and not. 
alone a ſuffici- 
ent Ground 
Perſuaſion : But 
I underſtand, 

that he has re- 
tracted this wild 
and abſurd Do—-— 
ctrine. 323 


more, I think, needs farther to be ſaid to 


make 
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make out the undoubted Certainty of it, | 
And that this Revelation is a real and 
well-eſtabliſh'd Truth, and no Fiction, or 
human Contrivance, will be eaſy to make 
appear, by conſidering a little, the Propbe. 
cies recorded in the Old Teſtament, and 
fulfilled in the Perſon of JESsuSs Cnxisr ; 
the Miracles wrought by our Saviour and 
his Diſciples for the Proof and Confirms- 
tion of the Goſpel : And laſtly, The great 
Sufferings which they underwent for the 
ſake of thoſe Things, which they taught 
and teſtified, 3 | 
That a very extraordinary Perſon 
" '. ſhould, one Day, be ſent into 
Deut. 18. 15. the World, to be a Teacher 
| and a Saviour to Mankind; 
2858 5 500 That he was to be the Seed of 
Gen. 3. 15. the Woman, born of a Virgin, 
Ia. 7. 14. of the Progeny of Abraban, 
7 Ks Ls and Lineage of David; To 
„. : ys 
Gen. 22. 18. come into the World a little] 


* 


[ PC. 89. 36, 37. before the Scepter ſhould d. 

b Mat. 22. 42. part from Judah, and a Lau- up 
Gen. 49. 10. giver from between bis Ft; . U 
Dan. 9. 24. Gr. To appear at a certain and | 


b TY Micah 3. 2. determined Time, foretold by ful 
[ Mat. 2. 6. the Prophet Daniel; To be *nc 
born in the Town of Balle be 

| ben; any 


| "wing [ Mo 104006. 27 
bem; to be a and rejected of Men, 
a Man of Sorrows, an acquaint- 26 

ed with reh, wounded" for our If.. 55 80. 

| Tranſereſſions, and having the Iniguity of ts 

all laid upon him. And, Laſt- 

ly, to be cut off, but not for him- 
if, or for any Sin or Fault of his own. 

All this, I ſay, and more, was plainly fore- 

told, in the Old TeFament, many hundreds 

of Years before Jesus CarisT appeared 
in the World; and as evidently" fulfilled 
in his Perſon, when he did appear. And 
fince it is impoſſible for any but Gods to 

foretel ſo many Things, and with ſuch Par- 
| ticularity, ſo long before they come to pals. 

it muſt needs follow, that "this Perſon | 12 

vhom all theſe remarkable Prophecies (and 

more) were ſo exactly fulfilled, was molt = 
certainly ſent into the World by God's 
particular Appointment, and as he Meſ⸗ | 
ſenger to Mankind; and conſequently, that 
the Doctrine and Religion, which was taught 
by him, or by his Direction, muſt be lood 

2 as coming from God, and revealed 2 
im 5 

Again, That many Mi ran and wonder 8 

ul Works, beyond the Courſe of Nature, 
ind Power of Art, were wrought by 2 b 
bleſſed Saviour; that (without ale Uk of. 
any natural M cans, and only with a Touch; 
« a Word ſpeaking) he cuved g moſt. . 


inVe- 


Dan. 9. 2• 
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- anveterate, and otherwiſe incurable Diſea. 
i EY ſes; gave Sight to the Blind, 
1 e eee Hearing tO the Deaf, Speech 
| Mark 5.26. to the Dumb, Strength and 
Soundneſs to the Lame and Maimed, and 
even Life itſelf to thoſe that were dead; 
0 24. that after he was crucified, had 
| ©: 20. 1, Sc. 4 Spear thruſt into his very Vi. 
# A COL raed was dead and buried; he 
1x upon the third Day aroſe again 
from the Dead; and, after many Days 
converſing with his Apoſtles and Diſci- 
ples, was at laſt, in their Sight, openly 
taken up into Heaven: All this, I ſay, be- 
10s Matter of Fact, is ſo fully teſtified by 
Witneſſes, whoſe Credit, as we ſhall preſent- 
: ly fee, is not to be doubted ;: that no rea- 
8  f{onable Man ought, in the leaſt, to ſuſpect 
the Truth of it: And the like Evidence 
= 2. . alſo we have, that many ſuch 
it 2 . like wonderful Works were per. 
1 e 28 a 
„form'd by his Diſciples, in 
his Name, after he himſelf was departed 
out of this World. Now, fince it was 
F plainly impoſſible for any one to do ſuch 
things as theſe, without an extraordinary 
Herve deriv'd from God (nor is it to be 
imagin'd, that God would communicate 
ſuch a Power to any one for the Confirms: 
tion of a Lye) it muſt follow, that thoſe 


Doctrines, and that Religion, which ver 
1 | | 5 _ tavg 


A. 


AQ. => 


711 \ 
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1 a 2 


taught by our Saviour Chrift, and his Difei 
ples, and thus confirmed by them, were ful. 


Being Religions, 27 


ly approved of, and ratified by God, and 
therefore are to be received and embraced, 
as being of Divine Original. PI 

In the firſt place, and to conclude this 
Point, it can't be deny*d, but that our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour laid down his Life, and freely 


underwent thoſe bitter Sufferings, not only 


— 1 


for the univerſal Redemption of Mankind, 


which was his chief Deſign, but alſo as an 
Evidence of his own Truth and Sincerity, 
with relation to thoſe things that he taught 
and preach'd: And that his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples undauntedly expos'd themſelves to 
all forts of Perſecutions, and even to 
Death itſelf; and that accompanied with 
the moſt terrible and exquiſite Torments, 
and all this for the ſake of thoſe. things 
which they taught and teſtified concerning 
our Saviour Feſus, his Doctrine and Mira 
des, and particularly his Reſurrection from 
the Dead, is a thing ſo- notorious, às never 
jet to be dented. or gainſaid, even by the 
greateſt Enemies of Chriſtianity; Now, that. 

the Doctrine and Religion of Chrift is ſuffi- 

cently upheld by the Miracles wrought 
by him and his Diſciples, (ſuppoſing the 
Truth of them can be fully prov'd) T have 
already ſhewn : And if any Man ſhall 
deny that ever ſuch Miracles were really 
'C2 . 4 
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World could thus ſo generally have been 


built upon ſure and certain Grounds ; that is 


fon, and more fully upon Divine Revela- 


Jeſus Cbriſt and his Diſciples : And this | 
might juſtly ſuffice for the fourth Thing 0 
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wrought, I ſhall only deſire him to anſwer 


me this one Queſtion ; namely, how it was  c 


Poſſible for ſo many Men, as gave Teſtinony I / 
to. theſe Miracles, to combine together to 
undergo all manner of Extremities, even t 
unto Death and Torments, only to impoſe I 


the Belief of a falſe Story upon the World, Ml © 


without any Proſpect of Advantage to Wl © 
themſelves? Indeed it is moſt ridiculous to t 
imagine, that ever there could be ſuch 2 
Combination, or that, if there were, the 


impoſed upon : And therefore I conclude 
that the Death and Sufferings both of our 
Saviour and his Diſciples, are an undeniable | 
Evidence of the Truth of their Teſtimony, 
with relation to the Miracles that are above- 
mention'd to have been wrought by them; 
and by conſequence, therefore, of the Cer- 
tainty and Divinity of that Religion which 
they taught and preach'd. And thus it is 
I think, ſufficiently prov'd, that Religion i 


to ſay, partly upon clear and evident Rea. 


tion: The unqueſtionable Truth of which 
is eſtabliſh'd by Prophecies, by Miracle, 
and laſtly, by be Death and Suffering of 


be ſhewn. | 
| But | 


> - 


cw 
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being Religious. 5 
But here the half-thinking Sceplicł cries 
out, that he never ſaw God, nor any of theſe 
Miracles, neither was he preſent at the Ace- 
compliſhment of any of theſe Prophecies, and 
therefore why ſhould he aſſent to theſe. 
things, (however plauſibly they may be 
contriv'd) or give himſelf up to be guided 
by them ? But, vain Man] why do'ſt thou 
thus trifle with God and thy ' own Sou! N 
Did'ſt thou ever fee Frltzs or Auguſtus Ces. 
ſar, or Henry the Seventh, or the Eigbib, 
Kings of England? Or waſt thou ever at 
Rome or Conſtantinople ? and yet do'ſt thou. 
not firmly believe that there were ſuch Pero 
ſens, and are, at this time, fuch Places? A 


| Man born altogether blind, never did or 


could ſee either Light or Colours, and yet is 

it not reaſonable that he ſhould give Credit 

to the Teſtimony of all his Netghbours, who 
afure him that there are ſach things? If 
then (in like manner) the Being of God, and 
the Truth of thoſe Prophecies and Miracles, 
which by Religion is ſupported, be abur- 
antly made out, by ſuch Arguments as are 
lutable to the nature of the Things to te 
provid, and Circumftances of the Perfons 
o whom ſuch Proof is to be made; What 

Folly is it for a Man to refuſe to yield to- 
uch Arguments, only becauſe he has not a 
Hebe or ſenſible Knowledge of ſuch things, 
s, either for their Nature or Diſtance;z 
3 . are 
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are not capable of affording it to him ? 


dec Man propoſes is bimelf, and a 


©. 


3 


* . 
r 


But in order to convince even the Schlick 


* } 


himſelf, of the Wiſdom of being Religious, | 


| thall undertake to argue this Point with 


him, even upon his own Principles. He 


does not (nor can any Man) pretend to bring 
Paſitiue Arguments to prove that Religion i; 


falſe 3, that there is no God, and that all 
that is ſaid concerning the Miracles and Pro. 
Bhecies upon which Chriſtianity is eftabliſh'd, 


is no more but a Fable, and the mere Fruit 


of Invention: But the utmoſt that his Ob- 
XCtions will fairly amount to, is no more 


but this, that the Arguments brought lor 


the truth of Religion, do not ſeem to bim 


 fufficiently to evince the things they are al. 


tedg*d to prove; and that therefore, tho 
he can't poſitively ſhew that Religion 1s 
falſe, yet ſtill, to him, it appears to be, at 
beſt, but uncertain, and therefore he can't 
venture to rely or build upon it. This, 
fay, is the very utmoſt force of the Scepticks 
Objection; and ſuppoſing, tho? by no means 
granting, that all he ſays were true, yet {till 


it would be his iet Courſe, to lead a Ae 
ligious Liſe; becauſe (as I am to ſhew) 

\- Fifthly, and Laſtly, Suppoſing that Re. 
ligion were as doubtful and uncertain 45 be 


pretends, yet ſtill it is both. the moſt probable 
<0ay. for the altaining of that End, which i 


Wc 


3 PP 


— 


being Religious. Zu 
ſafeſt and ſecureſt way that he can take. 
| ©" Firſt then, I am to ſhew, that Religion 
(ſuppoſing it were uncertain) is yet the moſt 
probable way for the obtaining f that End, 
which every Man propoſes to himſelf. $25 
The End, that every Man does and muſt 
propoſe 10 kimfelf, is to be for ever bapꝑy; 1 
mean, always upon a Suppoſition, that the 
thing is poſſible: And if the queſt ion were 
put to each Man living, what it is that 
he moſt deſires, it would be impoſſible, I 
think, for any of them, who ſhould con- 
ſider the Matter, to give any other anſwer 
but this, namely, that he deſires to be tru- 
ly happy, and ſo to remain, if it may be, 10 
all Eternity, Now, if Religion will not bring 
us to eternal Happineſs, it is allow'd by all, 
that there's no other Way to it: And there- 
fore, if it be a probable Way, at all, to ſueh 
Happineſs, it muſt needs be the moſt probable 
May, becauſe there is no other Way but its 
ſelt, to come in competition with it: And 
8 that ' tis, at leaſt, a probable Way to this Hap- 
lineß, is not to be denied (even by the Scep- 
lic himſelf, if he has any Reaſon) becauſe 
tne Arguments whieh prove the 'Fruth of - 
i, and conſequently. of that eternal Happi- 
5 that attends it (however they may be 
thought not certainly and demonſtratively to 
conclude, yet) can*t be denied to be in them- _ 
klves very likely and prokatle.:; For who, 
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otherwiſe, could imagine that ſo many ſober 
and conſiderate Men ſhould in all Ages 


have been convinced by them? Religion 


then (altho* we ſhould allow it not to be 
certain) is yet the moſt probable Way to that 
End, that all Men propoſe to themſelves, 
namely, Eternal Happineſs. And as it is 


the moſt probable, fo 


- + Secondly, 1 is the ſafeſt and ſecureſ} 2 
thit ai Man:can take. 
That Way which expoſes a Man to no 


| danger, let things fall out which way they 


will, is undoubtedly much ſafer than that 
which brings him into the greateſt Miſery, if 
matters ſhould appear to be otherwiſe than 
he, it may be, hoped or expected. Now if Re. 
ligion ſhould at laſt prove to be no more 
but an empty Fiction, yet ſtil} a Man runs 
no hazard, by living according to the Rules 
of it: For if he does not, after this Life, 


meet with that Reward, which it propoſes 


and promifes to its Volaries, yet (beſide the 
Satisfaction and 2nretneſs of Mind, which 


it affords him) he ſtill remains /afe and /e- 
cure from any Torment or Miſery hereafter 


to be undergone or endur'd. And if there 
ſhould be no truth in Religion, the Righte- 


ous and the Wicked would, in that reſpect, | 
only be upon equal Terms, that is to fay, 
both of them alike tranſlated to a State of 


Inſenſibility, whenſoever this Life 1 * 
#314 5 | aye | 
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have an end. But, on the other ſide, if R. 

Joion, at laſt, ſhould prove a val and ſolid 
Truth, and no Fiction or Contrivance of Man, 
(as ſome Men will one day find to their 
colt) then he who has refus'd to be guided 
by it, and has choſen rather to follow his 
Luſts and corrupt Tuclinations, ſhall find him» 
If, by his own Folly, unavoidably-betray*d 
to the moſt intolerable Woe and Miſery 
that can be endur'd or imagin'd, and that 
to laſt 4% all Eternity, If then Religion were 
a thing as doubiful and uncertain as the Scepe 
tick moſt falſely pretends it is, yet ſtill the 
bare Probability and Safety that cannot be 
deny'd to be in it, were enough to make 
every wiſe Man entertain and embrace it. 
And thus I have endeavour'd, as fully as 
the time would permit, to make good the 
fre Things which I undertook, concern- 
„ ng Religion. I have ſhewn, Firſt, That by 
alone 02 are enabled to bear thoſe Evils pa- 
ic Wl ty, which we can't avoid: Secondly, That 
h % we avoid the moſt and greateſt Evils : 
. Wirdly, That by it ve obtain the moſt and 
greateſt Goods : Fourthly, That it relies upon 
Jure and certain Grounds : And Fifthly, That 
ſuppoſing it wwere doubiſul and uncertain, yet 
ill u would be the moſt probable Way for the 
Waining of that End, that all Men propoſe to - 

Ibemſelves 3 and alſo the ſafeſt Way, and moſt _ 
jreefrom Danger, All which put together, do 
5 | | prove 


34 The iam , 
prove that great Truth which is contain'd in 
my Text, beyond all manner of exception ; 
namely, That Religion is the beſt and truef 


Wiſdom. Give me leave to make but a lit- 


tle Improvement of what has been ſaid, in 
order to bring the Matter more home to 
ourſelves, and then J ſhall contlude. 


If then Religion be (as I have ſhewn) the 


beſt and trueſt Wiſdom, it neceſſarily follows, 
by the Rule of Contraries, that Mictedneſ 
and Irreligion is, undoubtedly, the greateſt 
Folly. I will indeed allow, that an ungodly 
Man may be, what we call a witty or inge- 
nious Man, polite in his Behaviour, pleaſant 


in his Humour, and entertaining in his Con. 


verſation: Nay, beyond allthis, he may al. 
ſo be a learned Man, much vers'd in Books, 
{ſkilful in Arts and Sciences, and very know- 


ing in the Buſineſs of the World: But yet 


ſtill, if he be a wicked Man, the above-men- 
tion'd Conſequence muſt always hold good, 
and ſhew that he is very far from being a wiſe 
Man. For if he dares to ſay, but in his heart, 
that there is no God, he juſtly deferves the Cha- 
racter of a Fool, which the Pfalmiſt gives him, 
Pol. 1, ; The Fool hath ſaid in his heart, there 
Pal. 14. 1. 
75 no God, But if he owns the Being 
of a God, and yet takes no Care to obey and 
ſerve him, he goes even beyond the Imputa- 
tion of Folly, and is juſtly to be look*d upon 
as '@ wilful and 2 Madman. * 
| 1 


* 
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ive me leave to illuſtrate this Matter by 
2 plain and familiar Compariſon ; which, 
altho*, perhaps, it may ſeem a little too 
mean, yet, I think, will. very well ſer ve to 
{et the Caſe in a clear Light. Let us ſup- 
poſe a Man to be jocoſe and witty in his 
Converſation, able to tell his Story pleaſant- 
ly, and with advantage, and to entertain his 
Company with many Jeſts and diverting” 
Fancies, but yet altogether careleſs and neg- 
ligent of the common Neceſſaries of Life; 
would any one judge this Man to be a w/e 
Man ? No certainly ! for all his Jokes and 
.Repartees, for all his ſeeming Ingenuity and 
Pleaſantry ; the trueſt Character, and the 
belt chat could be given of him, would only 
be, that he is a witty Fool: For he is not 
lure of his next Meals Meat, and knows not 
how ſoon he may be expos'd to Beggary 
and Starving, and yet takes no manner of 
Care to prevent this Evil, and to put him- 
elt into ſome way of living. Now apply 
this to the Matter in hand. A wicked Man 
knows not but he may die to morrow, and 
is aſſurd, that without a true and hearty Re- 
ſtance he ſhall be for ever miſerable in the 
Life to come; yet all this makes no juſt 
Impreſſion upon him, nor puts him upon 
any effectual Courſe to avoid the greateſt of. 
Evil, which, for aught that he knows, is 
ready immediately to fall upon him. * 
1 all 
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all Men then, in like manner, judge We. 
ther ſuch a Man can ever juſtly be looked. | 
on as a Wiſe Man, Whatever other Qualifits- 
tions he may have. 
To conclude all thien,: If * OE the En: 
of God, and the Hope of an eternal Reward, 
on the one hand, nar the Fear of God and 
eternal. Puniſhment, on the other, will pre. 
vail upon us heartily to embrace Religion, 
and live up to its Rules and Precepts; let 
the Shame, at leaſt; of being juſtly accounted 
Fools, have ſome Effect and Influence upon 
us: Every Man deſires to avoid the Im- 
putation of Folly as much as he can; and 
the Judgment of ſerious and thinking Men 
is always of greateſt Value, and moſt to be 
regarded: That we may not therefore fall 
under the meaneſt and moſt contemptible 
Opinion of ſuch Men, in whoſe Sight we 
deſire to appear moſt fair, let us make it 
our earneſt Prayer to God, and thereunto 
add our moſt hearty Endeavours, that we 
may take all theſe Things ſo effectualy 
into our Conſideration; and particularly, 
that we may /o number our Days, as toapply 
our Hearts thoroughly to Religion; which, | 
I'hope, I have ſhewry | to be che 4 and 
true Wiſdom.  _ 
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